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B WHATISIT?

Content analysis identifies the components of a down and
feather sample. (Also called the “composition” test.)

B HOW IS IT DONE?

A specific weight of material is hand separated into
component categories. The test has two parts:

e The first separation classifies larger components
into the following categories: down with fibers,
feathers, broken and damaged feathers,
landfowl, and residue.

e The second separation classifies smaller
components from a sub-specimen of the down
and fibers category. The categories of the
second separation are: down clusters, down
fiber, feather fiber, landfowl fiber and any
additional residue and tiny feathers.

B WHAT DO THE NUMBERS MEAN?

The content analysis report gives the percentages by
weight of each component category. A sample report:

73.3% Down Cluster
7.2% Down Fiber
4.1% Feather Fiber

11.4% Waterfowl Feathers
1.5% Broken/Damaged Feathers
1.3% Landfowl Feathers / Fibers
1.2% Residue

B WHY DO IT?

Governments and buyers require labeling of finished
products. The component percentages are the basis of
the product label. The various systems for labeling help
consumers and manufactures buy and sell different
quality products in a fair and level marketplace.
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